Week 2 


HSTORY OF NGERIA 


Ngeria is an amalgam of ancient Kingdoms, Caliphat es, Empires and Gt y- st at es with 
a long hist ory of organised societ ies. It s boundaries were drawn as a result of trade 
(from slavery to pepper or ivory) and overseas territorial ambitions of Western 
European powers in the P" century. The name Ngeria was adopted in B98 to 


designat e t he Br it ish Pr ot ect or at es on t he River Nger. 
Descr ipt ion of the Coat of Arms 


At the top of the coat of arms is an eagle, red in colour and mount ed on a wreath 
which is r ender ed in t he nat ional colour s. The eagle and wreath rest ona black shield 
with a Y- shaped silver coloured wavy band in the middle of the black shield. Two 
whit e hor ses support the shield on eit her side. The base on which t he shield rests is 
coctus spectabilis, a wild flower that grows in many parts of the country. 
Underneath all these is the motto of the country: “Unity and Faith, Peace and 


Pr ogr ess.” 


Ngeria Coat of Arms 


Symbolism of Coat of Arms Elements 
The red eagle depict s Ngeria’s st r engt h. 


The black shield signifies t he fort uit ous qualit ies of the land in agricult ur al, miner al 
and solid r esour ces. 

The Y- shaped silver coloured wavy band in the middle of the black shield r epr esent s 
the two major rivers int he count ry, River Nger and River Benue. 


The t wo whit e hor ses signify dignit y. 


Whit e vertical stripe sandwiched bet ween two green stripes of equal dimensions. 
Whit e st ripe denot es peace and unit y and is also symbolic of t he Nger River bisect ing 
t he count r yside. 


The gr een st r ipes represent agr icult ur e. 


Nger ia t oday: The Four t h Republic 


Q May 29, 999, Chief QAusegun Cbasanj o was sworn in as President and Commander- in 
- Chief of the Federal Republic of Ngeria. This follows his victory at the president ial 
polls conduct ed in 999 and 2003. Elect ed civilian Governors for all the 36 st ates also 
took oaths of office on that day. Ngeria's Fourth Republic consist s of t he Execut ive, 


Legislat ive and Judiciar y branches of government . 


Qi May 29, 2007, Alhaji Umaru Musa Yar'Adua was sworn in as President and 
Commander- in- Chief of the Federal Republic of Ngeria. Hs coming into office aft er 
the eight-year rule of Chief Qoasanjo marked the first time Ngeria would transit 
successfully from one civilian administration to the other since the country's 


independence in B60. 
Looking back: t he Birt h of Ngeria 


In BY, the protectorate of Northern Ngeria and the Colony and Protect orate of 
Sout hern Ngeria were merged by Sir Frederick Lugard. The whole country then 
became known as the Colony and Prot ect orate of Ngeria. Lugar d became its first 
Governor General and ruled till 99. Ngeria vot ed for independence in P59; feder al 


elect ions were held. 


The First Republic (Oct ober 1 960- January 6, 266) 


Qh Oct ober 1 B60, Ngeria gained independence from Brit ain. An all- Nger ian Execut ive 
Council was headed by a Prime Minister, Alhaji Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa. %h 
November %, 260, Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe, a pioneer of West African nationalism, became 
the first Gover nor- General of a Feder at ion of three Regions of the North, East and 
West, with Lagos as the Federal Capital. Each of the Regions was headed by a 
Premier with a Governor as Ceremonial Head. Qn Oct ober 1 B63, Ngeria became a 
Feder al Republic and severed whatever ties were left with Britain. She decided, 
how ever, to remain in t he Brit ish Commonwealth of Nat ions. The Gover nor - Gener al's 


posit ion was, t her ef or e, r e- designat ed as Pr esident . 


Eight milit ary regimes succeeded, beginning in P66, int er sper sed bet ween the fourth 
and fifth military regime by a return to civilian rule with the Second Republic 
bet ween Oct ober 979 and December, 983. The final military regime left power on 
May 29, 999, when the current Fourth Republic was installed and the president 


democr at ically elect ed pr esident . 


It was under the Second Military Regime (July, 966 To July, 975) that some of 
Ngeria's major development programmes were established, such as the ext ensive 
expansion and exploit at ion of Ngeria's miner al r esour ces culminat ing in t he 'Ol Boom’, 
which in no small measure changed the economy, the taste and living st andard of 
many Ngerians. It was also, unfortunately, a time of war: on August 9, 967, Ngeria 
declar ed full- scale war on "Biafra" aft er its forces had invaded and capt ur ed t he Mid 
- West St ate. With Biafra's collapse in 970, t he region was r eunit ed wit h t he Feder al 


Republic of Ngeria and a period of reconciliat ion and r econst r uct ion f ollow ed. 


Qher highlights of this period included the introduction of various forms of 
bur saries, scholar ships and St udent s Loan Scheme in t he 970s; a government review 
programme for the improvement in salaries and wages; the Mger/an/sat ion Decr ee 
compelling all foreign firms oper at ing in Ngeria to nationalise or leave; t he changing 
of road traffic from left to right- hand drive; the changing of the nat ional currency 
to Naira and Kobo and the est ablishment of organised federal councils for the arts, 


sciences, sports and agricult ure. Corruption was a major cause of strife under the 


milit ary regimes and it t ook years for Ngeria to get it s house in or der. 


Second Republic leads to a return t o milit ary rule 


In Oct ober 979, after more than B years of military rule, Ngeria was returned to 
democr at ic rule. The National Party of Ngeria emer ged vict or ious in t he pr esident ial 
elect ion and Alhaj i Shehu Aliyu Shagari was elect ed the first Execut ive President. It 
was not to last. The hunger and poverty that characterised the last days of the 
Second Republic prompt ed t he Armed For ces to take power in December 983. Maj or 


Gener al Muhammadu Buhari was inst alled as t he new Had of St at e. 


Qn December 31 P83, the military overthrew the Second Republic. Maj. Gen. 
Muhammadu Buhar i emer ged as t he leader of the Supreme Milit ar y Council (SMC), t he 
country's ruling body. He accused the civilian government with economic 
mismanagement , widespr ead cor r upt ion, elect ion fr aud, and a gener al lack of concern 
for the problems of Ngerians. He also pledged t o r est or e prosper it y to Ngeria and to 
return t he government to civilian rule but proved unable t o deal wit h Ngeria's severe 


economic pr oblems. 


The Buhari Administ ration ident ified indiscipline as the bane of the nation's ills. It 
launched different phases of the "War Against Indiscipline" (WAI), which has become a 
household word in many Ngerian homes. This too, did not last. Enter the Sixth 
Milit ary Regime: a bloodless coup d'état on August 27, B85 oust ed the government of 
Major General Muhammadu Buhari. The Buhari government was peacefully 
overthrown by the SMCs third ranking member, Army Chief of Staff Maj. Gen. 
Ibr ahim Babangida, in August 985. 


Babangida cit ed the misuse of power, violations of human rights by key officers of 
the SMC and the government's failure to deal with the country's Odeepening 
economic crisis as j ust if icat ions for t he t akeover . During his first few days in office, 
President Babangida moved to rest ore freedom of the press and to release polit ical 
det ainees being held wit hout charge. As part of a & month economic emer gency, he 


announced stringent pay cuts for the military, police, and civil servants and 


proceeded to enact similar cuts for the private sector. Imports of rice, maize, and 
later wheat were banned. President Babangida demonst r at ed his int ent t o encour age 
public participation in government decision- making by opening a national debate on 
proposed economic reform and recovery measures. The public response convinced 
Babangida of int ense opposition to an economic recovery package dependent on an 


Int er nat ional Monet ary Fund (IMF) loan. 
The Abort ive Thir d Republic 


President Babangida promised t o ret urn the count ry to civilian rule by 290; t his dat e 
was later extended until January 193. In early 189, a constituent assembly 
complet ed work on a constitution for the Third Republic. In the spring of P89, 
polit ical activity was again permitted. In Oct ober 989 the government est ablished 
two "grassr oot s" part ies: the Nat ional Republican Convent ion (NRC), which was to be 
"a little to the right," and the Social Democratic (SDP), "a little to the left." Gt her 
parties were not allowed to regist er by t he Babangidagover nment . 

In April P90, mid-level officers attempt ed to overt hr ow the Babangida gover nment . 
The coup failed, and 69 accused coup plotters were later executed after secret 
trials before military tribunals. The transition resumed after the failed coup. In 
December 90 the first stage of partisan elections was held at the local 
government level. While turnout was low, there was no violence, and both parties 
demonst r at ed st r engt h in all regions of t he count ry, with the SDP winning cont rol of 
a majority of local government councils agreed to hand power to an "interim 
government" on August 27, 993. Babangida t hen at t empt ed t o renege on his decision. 
Without popular and military support, he was forced to hand over to Ernest 
Shonekan, a prominent non- partisan businessman. Shonekan was to rule until new 
elections, scheduled for February 94. Alt hough he had led Babangida's Tr ansit ional 
Council since early 293, Shonekan was unable to reverse Ngeria’s ever- growing 


economic pr oblems or t o def use linger ing polit ical t ensions. 


With the country sliding into chaos, Defense Minister Sani Abacha quickly assumed 
power and forced Shonekan’'s "resignation" on November 1/, 993. Abacha dissolved all 
democratic political institutions and replaced elected governors with military 


officer s. Abacha promised to return the government to civilian rule but refused to 


announce a t imet able unt il his Oct ober 1 995 Independence Day addr ess. 

Following the annulment of the June £ elect ion, t he Unit ed St at es and ot her nat ions 
imposed various sanctions on Ngeria, including restrictions on travel by government 
officials and their families and suspension of arms sales and military assist ance. 
Addit ional sanctions were imposed as a result of Ngeria's failure to gain full 
certification for its count er- narcotics efforts. In addition, direct flights bet ween 


Ngeria and t he Unit ed St at es wer e suspended on August 1 


In December 991 guber nat orial and st at e legislat ive elect ions were held t hr oughout 
the country. Babangida decreed in December 291 that previously banned polit icians 
would be allowed to contest in primaries scheduled for August 292. These were 
cancelled due t o fraud and subsequent primaries scheduled for Sept ember also were 
cancelled. All announced candidates were disqualified from again standing for 
president once a new election format was select ed. The presidential elect ion was 
finally held on June P, 293, with the inaugur at ion of the new president scheduled t o 
take place August 27, P93, the eighth anniversary of President Babangida's coming t o 


pow er. 


In t he hist or ic June 2, 993 pr esident ial elect ions, which most obser ver s deemed t o be 
Ngeria's fairest, early returns indicated that wealthy Yoruba businessman M.KQ 
Abiola had won a decisive vict ory. However, on June 23, Babangida, using several 
pending lawsuit s as a pretence, annulled t he elect ion, t hr owing Ngeria int o t ur moil. 
More than 10 persons were killed in riot s bef ore Babangida93, when t he Secr et ary 
of Transport at ion det er mined t hat Lagos' Murt ala Muhammed Int er nat ional Air port 
did not meet the security st andar ds est ablished by t he FAA The FAA in December 299 
certified security at MMIA opening the way for operation of direct flight s bet ween 


Lagos and US. air port s. 


Although Abacha's takeover was initially welcomed by many WNgerians, 
disenchant ment grew rapidly. A number of opposition figures unit ed to form a new 
or ganizat ion, the National Democratic Coalition (NADECO), which campaigned for an 
immediate ret urn to civilian rule. The government arrest ed NADECO members who 
at tempt ed to reconvene the Senate and other disbanded democr at ic inst it ut ions. 


Most Ngerians boycott ed the elect ions held from May 23- 28, 994, for delegat es to 


t he gover nment - sponsor ed Const it ut ional Conf er ence. 

Qh June 1 294, using t he gr oundwor k laid by NADECO Abiola declar ed himself president 
and went into hiding. He re-emerged and was promptly arrested on June 23. With 
Abiola in prison and tempers rising, Abacha convened the Const it ut ional Conf er ence 
June 27, but it almost immediat ely went into recess and did not reconvene unt il July 
Tl 994. 


Qh July 4, a petroleum workers union called a strike demanding t hat Abacha release 
Abiola and hand over power to him. Qt her unions t hen j coined t he st rike, which br ought 
economic life in around Lagos area and in much of the southwest to a standstill. 
After calling off a threat ened gener al st rike in July, t he Ngeria Labour Congr ess (NLC) 
reconsider ed a general strike in August, after the government imposed "condit ions" 
on Abiola's release. On August 1, 994, the government dismissed the leader ship of t he 
NLC and t he pet r oleum unions placed the unions under appoint ed administ r at ors, and 
arrest ed Frank Kokori and ot her labour leader s. Alt hough striking unions ret ur ned t o 
work, the government arrest ed opponent s, closed media houses, and moved st r ongly 


to curb dissent. 


The government alleged in early 995 that some 40 military officers and civilians 
were engaged in a coup plot. Security officers quickly rounded up the accused, 
including for mer Head of St at e Obasanjo and his er st while deput y, ret ir ed Gen. Shehu 
Musa Yar'Adua. After a secret tribunal, most of the accused were convict ed, and 
sever al deat h sent ences wer e handed down. The tribunal also char ged, convict ed, and 
sentenced prominent human rights activists, journalists, and other s- - including 
relat ives of the coup suspect s- - for their alleged "ant i- regime" act ivit ies. In Oct ober, 
the government announced that the Provisional Ruling Council and Abacha had 


appr oved final sent ences for t hose convict ed of part icipat ion in t he coup plot . 


In late B94 the Abacha government set up the Qgoni Gvil Disturbances Special 
Tribunal to try prominent author and Qgoni activist Ken Sar o- Wiwa and others for 
their alleged roles int he killings of four prominent Qgoni polit icians in May 294. Sar o- 
Wiwa and % others pleaded not guilt y to charges that they procured and counselled 
others to murder the politicians. Qn Oct ober 31 995, the tribunal sent enced Sar o- 
Wiwa and eight others to death by hanging. In early November Abacha and t he PRC 


confirmed the death sentence. Saro-Wiwa and his eight co defendants were 


execut ed on November 1. 


In Oct ober 1 995, Gen. Sani Abacha announced t he t imet able for a 3- year transit ion to 
civilian rule. Oly five of the political parties which applied for registration were 
appr oved by the regime. In local elect ions held in December 97, turnout was under 
D%. By the April P98 state assembly and gubernatorial elections, all five of the 
approved parties had nominated Abacha as their presidential candidate in 
controversial party conventions. Public reaction to this development in the 


transit ion program was apat hy and a near- complet e boycot t of t he elect ions. 


Qn December 21 997, the government announced the arrest of the country's second 
highest - ranking military officer, Chief of General St aff Lt. Gen. Gadipo Diya, D ot her 
officers, and eight civilians on charges of coup plotting. Subsequently, the 
government arrested a number of addit ional persons for roles in the pur por t ed coup 
plot and tried the accused before a closed door military tribunal in April in which 


Diya and eight ot hers were sent enced t o deat h. 


Abacha, widely expect ed t o succeed himself as a civilian president on Oct ober 1 298, 
remained head of st at e unt il his deat h on June 8 of that year. He was replaced by Gen. 
Abdulsalami Abubakar, who had been third in command until the arrest of Diya. The 
PRC, under new head of st at e Abubakar, commut ed t he sent ences of t hose accused in 
the alleged 997 coup in July 998. In March 99, Diya and 54 others accused or 
convict ed of participation in coups in 290, 995, and 297 were released. Following t he 
death of former head of state Abacha in June, Ngeria released almost all known 


civilian polit ical det ainees, including t he Qgoni BP. 


During the Abacha regime, the government continued to enforce its arbitrary 
aut hor it y through the federal security system--the military, the state security 
ser vice, and t he court s. Under Abacha, all branches of t he secur it y forces commit t ed 
serious human rights abuses. After Abubakar's assumption of power and 
consolidat ion of support wit hin t he PRC, human right s abuses decr eased. @ her human 
rights problems included infringements on freedom of speech, press, assembly, 


association, and travel; violence and discrimination against women; and female 


genit al mut ilat ion. 


Worker rights suffered as the government continued to interfere with organized 
labour by restrict ing the fundament al right s of associat ion and t he independence of 
the labour movement. Aft er it came to power in June P98, the Abubakar gover nment 
took several important steps toward restoring worker rights and freedom of 
associat ion for trade unions, which had det er ior at ed seriously bet ween B93 and June 
P98 under the Abacha regime. The Abubakar government released two imprisoned 
leaders of the pet roleum sect or unions, Frank Kokori and Milt on Dabibi; abolished t wo 
decrees that had removed elect ed leader ship from the Ngeria Labour Congress and 


t he oil wor ker s unions; and allow ed leader ship elect ions in t hese bodies. 
Abubakar's Transit ion t o Civilian Rule 


Dur ing bot h the Abacha and Abubakar eras, Ngeria's main decision making or gan was 
the exclusively milit ary Provisional Ruling Council (PRC) which gover ned by decr ee. The 
PRC oversaw the 32- member federal executive council composed of civilians and 
military officers. Pending the promulgation of the constitution written by the 
const it ut ional conference in 995, the government observed some provisions of the 
P79 and P89 const it ut ions. Neit her Abacha nor Abubakar lift ed t he decr ee suspending 
the B79 const it ut ion, and t he 989 const it ut ion was not implement ed. The j udiciar y's 
aut hor it y and independence was significant ly impaired during the Abacha era by the 
milit ary regime's ar rogat ion of judicial power and prohibit ion of court review of its 
action. The court system continued to be hampered by corruption and lack of 
resources aft er Abacha's deat h. In an attempt to alleviat e such problems, Abubakar 's 


government implement ed a civil ser vice pay raise and ot her reforms. 


In August 298, the Abubakar government appoint ed t he Independent Nat ional Elect or al 
Commission (INEC) to conduct elections for local government councils, state 
legislat ures and governors, the national assembly, and president. NEC successfully 
held t hese elect ions on December 5, 998, Januar y 9, 999, February 20, and February 27, 
p99, respectively. For the local elections, a total of nine parties were granted 
provisional registration, with three fulfilling the requirements to contest the 


following elect ions. These parties were the People's Democr atic Party (PDP), the All 


Peoples Party (APP), and the predominantly Yoruba Alliance for Democracy (AD). 
Former milit ary head of st at e Gusegun Obasanjo, freed from prison by Abubakar, ran 
as a civilian candidate and won the presidential election. Irregular it ies marred the 
vot e, and t he def eat ed candidat e, Chief Gu Falae, challenged t he elect or al result s and 


Qbasanj o's vict ory in court. 


The PRC promulgated a new constitution based largely on the suspended 979 
const it ut ion, before the May 29, 999 inaugur at ion of the new civilian president . The 
const it ution includes provisions for a bicameral legislat ure, the National Assembly, 
consist ing of a 360- member House of Repr esent at ives and a D9 member Senat e. The 
execut ive branch and the of fice of president will ret ain st rong federal powers. The 
legislat ure and judiciary, having suffered years of neglect, must be rebuilt as 


inst it ut ions. 
The Obasanj o Administ r at ion 


The emer gence of a democratic Ngeria in May 299 ended 6 years of consecutive 
military rule. Qusegun Obasanjo became the steward of a country suffering 
economic st agnat ion and the deterioration of most of its democratic inst it ut ions. 
Qbasanjo, a former general, was admired for his stand against the Abacha 
dict at or ship, his record of returning the federal government to civilian rule in 979, 


and his claim t o represent all Ngerians r egar dless of religion. 


The new President took over a country that faced many problems, including a 
dysfunctional bur eaucr acy, collapsed infrastructure, and a military that wanted a 
reward for returning quietly to the barracks. The President moved quickly and 
retired hundreds of milit ary officers who held polit ical posit ions, est ablished a blue- 
ribbon panel t o invest igat e human right s violat ions, or der ed t he release of scores of 
persons held without charge, and rescinded a number of questionable licenses and 
contracts let by the previous military regimes. The government also moved to 
recover millions of dollars in funds secreted in overseas accounts by corrupt 


government officials, particularly the former milit ary dict at or Gen. Sani Abacha. 


Most civil societ y leaders and most Ngerians see a marked improvement in human 


rights and democr atic practice under Obasanjo. The press enjoys greater freedom 


D 


than under previous government s. As Ngeria works out represent at ional democr acy, 
there have been conflicts between the Executive and Legislative branches over 
maj or appropriations and ot her proposed legislation. A sign of federalism has been 
the growing visibility of state governors and the inherent friction bet ween Abuja 


and t he various st at e capit als over r esour ce allocat ion. 


Problems of communal violence have confront ed t he Qbasanj o government since its 
incept ion. In May 999 violence er upt ed in Kaduna St at e over t he succession of an Emir 
result ing in more t han 10 deat hs. In November P99, t he army dest r oyed t he t own of 
Odi, Bayelsa St ate and killed scores of civilians in retaliation for the murder of 2 
policemen by a local gang. In Kaduna in February- May 2000 over 1000 people died in 
rioting over the introduction of criminal Shar'ia in the State. Hundreds of ethnic 
Hausa were killed in reprisal attacks in sout h east ern Nger ia. In Sept ember 2001 over 
2,000 people were killed in int er- religious riot ing in Jos. In Oct ober 2001 hundr eds were 
killed and thousands displaced in communal violence that spread across t he Middle- 
Belt states of Benue, Taraba, and Nasarawa. M Oct ober 1 2001 President Obasanjo 
announced t he formation of a National Secur it y Commission t o address t he issue of 
communal violence. Currently, Ngeria has three major political parties. National 
elections and state gubernatorial elections occurred in 2003. Ngeria re-elect ed 


Qbasanj o as President . 
The Yar'Adua Administ r at ion 


In the president ial elect ion, held on 21 Apr il 2007, Yar'Adua won with 70% of the vote 
(24.6 million vot es) accor ding t o of ficial result s released on 23 April. The elect ion was 
highly controversial. Strongly criticized by observers, as well as the two primary 
opposit ion candidat es, Muhammadu Buhari of the All Ngeria Peoples Party (ANPP) and 
Atiku Abubakar of the Action Congress (AC), its results were largely rejected as 
having been rigged in Yar'Adua's favour. After the election, Yar'Adua proposed a 
government of national unt iy. In late June 2007, t wo opposit ion part ies, the ANPP and 
the Progressive Peoples Alliance (PPA), agreed to join Yar'Adua's government. Qn 28 
June 2007, Yar'Adua publicly revealed his declaration of assets from May (becoming 
the first Ngerian Leader to do so), according to which he had §856,452,892 (USS5.8 


million) in asset s, NÐ million (USSO.1 million) of which belonged to his wife. He also had 


Tl 


§88,793,269.77 (USSO.5 million) in liabilities. This disclosure, which fulfilled a pre- 
election promise he made, was intended to set an example for other Ngerian 


polit icians and discour age cor r upt ion. 


President Yar'Adua was absent at the Unit ed Nations General Assembly Meet ings in 
Sept ember 2009. Local media sources claimed the president has travelled to Saudi 
Arabia for treatment of his illness, however Mr Qo Madueke the Ngerian For eign 


Minist er was present at t he Unit ed Nat ions meet ing t or epr esent t he Count ry. 


In June and July 2007, several governors who served with him before 2007 were 
char ged by EFCC, the anti-corruption commission. Many decisions of the former 
government like the hike in prices of petroleum products and VAT have been 
overt ur ned by his government. Many see this as a sign that he is not a puppet of the 


former president Gusegun Obasanj o. 
Goodluck Jonat han's Administ r at ion 


Dr. Goodluck Ebele Jonathan (born 20 November 57) is a Ngerian politician is 
President of Ngeria. He was Governor of Bayelsa State from 9 December 2005 to 28 
May 2007, and was sworn in as Vice President of the Federal Republic of Ngeria on 29 
May 2007. Jonat han is a member of the ruling People's Democr at ic Party (PDP). Qn B 
January 200, a federal court handed him t he power to carry out state affairs while 
President Umaru Yar'Adua received medical treat ment in a Saudi Arabian hospit al. A 
mot ion from the Ngerian Senat e on 9 February 201 confirmed t hese powers to act 
as President . On 24 Febr uar y 201 Yar'Adua r et ur ned t o Nger ia, but Jonat han cont inued 
as acting president . Upon Yar 'Adua's death on 5 May 201, Jonat han succeeded to the 
Pr esidency, t aking t he oat h of of fice on 6 May 200. 


President Muhamadu Buhari 


President Buhari came back as a Gvilian President after the president ial elect ion win 
in 206. He reignited his fight against Corruption, the one he started in 983. Hs 
administration has tried revitalizing the Ngerian economy especially the naira 


currency which has waned over t ime. 


